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Patient Safety Event Data: Minimum and Partial Reports
The Patient Safety Organization Privacy Protection Center (PSOPPC) is currently
collecting Patient Safety Event (PSE) reports from PSOs and vendors, categorized in
three levels of completion:
•
•
•

Full Reports: include responses to all questions on the event form for a particular
module, such as Fall, as well as the generic questions on the HERF/PIF/SIR forms.
Partial Reports: include responses to any number of questions greater than the
Validation Data Set (e.g., reporter answers some, but not all questions).
Minimum Reports: include the minimum number of responses required by the
Validation Data Set, such as report date, report type, patient age, and patient
gender (i.e., reporter provides only the responses required for file acceptance to the
PSOPPC)1.

Minimum and Partial Reports only apply to the following AHRQ Common Formats that are
active for reporting:
•
•

Common Formats – Hospital Version 1.1
Common Formats – Hospital Version 1.2

Minimum and Partial Reports are not accepted for Common Formats – Community Pharmacy
Version 1.0.

1

The Validation Data Set will vary based on the report type. Please review the AHRQ Common Formats
Implementation Guide: Technical Specifications for data submission from PSO to PSOPPC for details.

Although the PSOPPC accepts partial or minimum PSE reports, AHRQ strongly recommends
the collection and submission of all Common Formats data elements (i.e., Full Reports). When
all data elements are not reported, utility of the nationally aggregated data of important areas
of concern is weakened. For example, when the PSOPPC receives responses to question 5 on
the Pressure Ulcer form (i.e., When was the first pressure ulcer risk assessment performed?)
but does not receive responses to the follow up questions (e.g., Type of risk assessment and
Was the patient documented to be at increased risk for pressure ulcer?), the opportunity to
evaluate contributing factors in potentially preventable events is diminished.
Figure 1—Pressure Ulcer Paper Form, Hospital v1.1

The figure below (Figure 2) is an example of a Surgery or Anesthesia Aggregate Report
stratified by Full, Partial, and Minimum Reports to help illustrate the value of reporting all data
elements. By submitting more data elements to the PSOPPC, PSOs will benefit from increased
granularity in their Aggregate Reports generated through the PSOPPC website. PSE reports
that are submitted with only the minimum data elements will not render meaningful Aggregate
Reports. However, PSE reports submitted with all or most data elements (i.e., Full or Partial
reports) provide a more comprehensive Aggregate Report to help PSOs: (1) Fully assess
potential opportunities for provider interventions or education and (2) Ensure the data
submitted to the PSOPPC accurately reflects the data collected from providers.
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Figure 2—Surgery or Anesthesia Hospital v1.1 Aggregate Report of
Full, Partial, and Minimum Reports

For any additional questions or requests for assistance regarding data utility, PSE data
submission, or the Aggregate Report tool, please contact the PSOPPC Help Desk
at support@psoppc.org or at (866) 571-7712.

