Educational Brief
Single Report Data Submission (SRDS)
The goal of the Patient Safety and Quality
Improvement Act of 2005 is to improve patient safety
and reduce the incidence of events that adversely
affect patient safety by encouraging voluntary and
confidential reporting.
The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality
(AHRQ) set up the Patient Safety Organization Privacy
Protection Center (PSOPPC) to provide a gateway for
Patient Safety Organizations (PSOs) to submit nonidentifiable data to the Network of Patient Safety
Databases (NPSD). Patient safety data submissions
are vital to the success of the NPSD, which has the
potential to improve patient safety nationwide.
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Single Report Data Submission (SRDS)
The PSOPPC has created an additional tool for PSOs
to submit patient safety data: The Single Report Data
Submission (SRDS). This new tool, hosted on the
PSOPPC website, provides a simple question and
answer web page that allows for the quick submission
of a single report. Any PSO can benefit from using this
new tool.
Figure 1 below shows the easy to use layout as hosted
on the secure pages of the PSOPPC website:

Figure 1. Sample data entry screen for the new SRDS tool on the PSOPPC website (displaying test data).
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Supplements current submission methods

Common Formats Supported

The new SRDS tool provides an additional method for
PSOs to submit patient safety data to the PSOPPC.
The current two methods are:

The SRDS tool supports submissions in the AHRQ
Common Formats for Event Reporting – Hospital
Version 2.0 (CFER-H V2.0) and includes data entry
sections for the following:

•

Clinical Document Architecture (CDA)
Extensible Markup Language (XML)

•

Generic

•

Anesthesia

•

Blood or Blood Product

Benefits to using the SRDS tool

•

Device or Medical/Surgical Supply

While the benefit of CDA and Alternate Data
Submissions formats is that they work well for large
volume submissions, they present a technical
challenge for some PSOs to format the submission file
with the proper syntax. Using the SRDS tool provides
the following benefits:

•

Fall

•

Medication or Other Substance

•

Perinatal

•

Pressure Injury

•

Surgery, includes invasive procedure

•

Venous Thromboembolism

•

•

Alternate Data Submission in either XML or
delimiter-separated values (DSV)

No IT support needed (since authorized PSO
website users are entering data directly into the
system rather than having to submit properly
formatted Common Formats files)

Permission required for access

•

Intuitive data entry screens, including helpful
tips and instant validation

PSOs wishing to use the SRDS tool must have a Data
Use Agreement (DUA) with the PSOPPC and an active
Level 3 user account.

•

Ability to correct, and resubmit individual
reports

Additional resources

Data submitted is made non-identifiable
All patient safety data submitted to the PSOPPC is
aggregated and made non-identifiable prior to
transmission to the NPSD.

•

Educational Brief Issue 22: “Why Submit
Patient Safety Event Data?”

•

Patient Safety Data Submission page

•

SRDS Video

Clinical dashboards and reporting

Technical Assistance

PSOs contributing data to the PSOPPC will have the
opportunity to see the breakdown of their data in the
clinical dashboards and reporting tools available just as
if they had submitted their data with the other formats
(CDA XML, DSV).

For additional technical information, please contact the
PSOPPC Help Desk via email at support@psoppc.org,
or via phone at (866) 571-7712, Mon-Fri, 9am –
5:30pm, ET. You may also submit an inquiry via the
Contact Us page on the PSOPPC website.
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