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What are Common Formats?
Patient Safety Organizations (PSOs) are required to collect and analyze data in a standardized
manner. Common Formats are the common definitions and reporting formats developed by the
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) in collaboration with the Patient Safety
Workgroup (PSWG) to standardize patient safety event data collection and reporting. Common
Formats will allow aggregation of comparable data at local, PSO, regional, and national levels.
The reporting forms are designed to be used at the point of care, where certain high-frequency
events occur, and where initial information should be collected as soon after an event as
possible, by capturing three classifications of patient safety events:
•
•
•

Incidents – patient safety events that reached the patient, whether or not there was
harm involved.
Near misses (or close calls) – patient safety events that did not reach the patient.
Unsafe conditions – circumstances that increase the probability of a patient safety event
occurring.

Two types of Common Formats forms were designed to be used together: generic and eventspecific. The generic Common Formats collect basic information about the patient, type of
event, harm, and location and are captured in the following forms:
•
•
•

Healthcare Event Reporting Form (HERF)
Patient Information Form (PIF)
Summary of Initial Report (SIR)

HERF, PIF, and SIR Forms do not apply to Common Formats for the Community Pharmacy
setting.
The event-specific Common Formats capture the most frequently occurring and/or serious
types of patient safety events, such as:
•
•
•
•
•

Blood or Blood Product
Community Pharmacy (self-contianed event for the Community Pharmacy setting only)
Device or Medical/Surgical Supply, including Health Information Technology (HIT)
Fall
Healthcare-associated Infection (HAI)

•
•
•
•
•

Medication or Other Substance
Perinatal
Pressure Ulcer
Surgery or Anesthesia
Venous Thromboembolism (VTE)

In addition to the reporting forms, AHRQ designed associated Common Formats materials to
assist users in coding, collecting, and reporting patient safety events:
•
•
•

Event Descriptions – Descriptions of the adverse event data which is collected, with
narrative language included.
Sample Reports – Detailed sample aggregate information, containing numerator and
denominator inclusions.
Technical Specifications – Contain the data submission Implementation Guide, data
flow, data element dictionary, and sample XML files for data submission.

The most current versions of the Common Formats, and their associated supporting
documentation and technical specifications are available on the Patient Safety Organization
Privacy Protection Center (PSOPPC) Web site. The latest Common Formats that are open for
public review and comment are available on the National Quality Forum (NQF) Web site.
For any questions or assistance regarding the Common Formats, contact the PSOPPC Help
Desk at Support@PSOPPC.org or toll-free at (866) 571-7712.
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